
Midlothian Friends Meetinghouse

Pictured is the Midlothian Friends Meetinghouse at 900 Preservation Road in Midlothian Virginia, first built as a private home in
1984 and purchased by Midlothian Friends in 2002 with the goal of eventually turning it into a viable location for Quaker worship.

M,dlothian Friends Meeting was established in 1986 as an 'indulged' meeting by the Ministry and Worship committee of Richmond
Friends Meeting to alleviate over-crowding during Sunday worship at the Richmond Friends Meetinghouse. Initially, it was called the
"Southside Worship Group" and dldnt begin to meet for worship until early 1987 - just as a once a month experiment. It was comprised
of a dozen or so Richmond Friends - four long-time Quakers who lived on the southside of Richmond city and eight newly convinced

Quakers who lived within the suburban county of Chesterfleld. Initially, the small group met for worship once a month in the home of
one of the long-time Quakers who lived in the Bon Air section of the city of Richmond.

As that flrst year progressed, the four long-time Richmond Friends decided to resume worship at the Richmond Friends
I4eetinghouse. Starting in September of 1987 the eight remaining newly convinced Quakers continued woBhipping together in one of
their homes near Robious Road in Chesterfleld. Soon after, the name ofthe newly formed group was changedto" Midlothianlndulged
Meeting" in order to signitr/ the eventual goal of purchasing a permanent meetinghouse centrally located within Midlothian. Thereafter.
September of 1987 was considered the official start date of Midlothian Friends Meeting. That first year ended with fourteen Friends
worshiplng together.

By September of 1988 Midlothian Meeting decided to meet for worship twice a month, prompting the search for a more public
location. The old chapel of Winfree Memorial Church, a Southern Baptist congregation on the main street in the heaft ofthe village of
Midlothian, was offered to the fledgling Quaker meeting for their worship - beginning on September 11. 1988. The minister of that
church was instrumental in nurturing the meeting's viability in those early years until his departure in 1998, By the end of 1990,
Midlothian Meeting had grown to include about sixty Friends, half of which were children. This prompted the group to seek preparative
meeting status from Richmond Friends Meeting. Over the next five years the meeting continued to grow to about one hundred Friends,
half of which were children, with worship occurring every Sunday (beginning in 1994). On February 19h, 1995 Midlothian Friends
Meeting became a separate monthly meeting.

Serious efforts to obtain a meetinghouse for Midlothian Friends Meeting first began in the year 2000, after a move to Stoney
Point School in 1999. Once enough funds were raised to make a down payment on a permanent "home", the Preservation Road
meetinghouse site was located and purchased in October of 2002 for $114,000 with primarily unsecured loans from Homewood Friends
Meeting. Conversion ofthe building and grounds into a proper Quaker meetinghouse was slow, but progressive: a Religious Education
building for the meeting's children was built in 2005, a gift of two additional acres and a parking lot in 2005, an addition of a large porch
spanning the entire front of the meetinghouse in 2015, and extensive renovations of the interior, exterior, and grounds.

The acquisition and development of the Midlothian Friends Meetinghouse occurred due to the loving donations of time, materials,
and money from F(0riends; so the once humble home could blossom into a cherished Quaker meetinghouse.


